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The Land Down Under …

Enrolments (August 2022)

• Government schools (64.5%)

• Catholic schools (19.7%)

• Independent schools (15.9%)

Public Funding (2020 Average $A)

• Government $15,515

• Catholic schools $13,614

• Christian schools $13,038



Legal Framework for religious freedom …

• No constitutional protections for religious 
freedom

• No ‘Bill of Rights’ (some limited state law)

• Signatory to ICCPR etc but limited domestic 
application

• ‘Equality’ protected by broad anti-discrimination 
laws (exemptions ‘protect’ freedoms)

• ‘Sexual orientation’ and ‘gender identity’ 
protected, some protection for religion (personal)



Social context …

• ‘Christians’ less than 50% in Australian 
Census 2021

• Royal Commission Child Sex Abuse 2017

• Same-Sex ‘Marriage’ Legalised 2017

• Genders (not sex) on passports 2013

• Self-ID on Birth Certificates (various)

• Aggressive bans on ‘conversion practices’ 
in some jurisdictions



The story being told …

• Horrific mental health outcomes for LGBT youth

• Discrimination is the major cause of adverse mental health 
outcomes

• Anything less than ‘affirmation’ is discrimination 

• Religious belief is a significant cause of discrimination

• Religious belief is therefore harmful

• Action must be taken against schools [and churches and 
increasingly parents] who harm their children



Within our communities …

• Parents actively choose our schools for values

• Many parents are not committed to the beliefs

• Parents expect schools to resolve any conflict around beliefs

• Enrolment intakes at secondary level are increasing

• Activism amongst senior years students is small but 
increasing

• Younger staff may not be as committed to traditional 
orthodox beliefs



Building ‘community of faith’ …

•Encompassing statements of doctrines and beliefs
•Employment documentation encompassing ministry

nature of roles (contracts, role descriptions)
•Enrolment documentation requiring 

acknowledgement of doctrines and beliefs
•Educational outcomes encompassing faith and 

character elements
•Marketing materials reflecting religious nature



Evidence Supporting Our Story



Introducing - mychristianschool.au





We need to be telling our story to …

• staff, who should be our greatest advocates

•parents, already inclined to support us, but needing 
further language and encouragement

• students, the next wave of advocates

•MPs and community leaders, key decision makers

• the media, attempting to overcome the enormous 
religious illiteracy



Any Questions?
FURTHER QUESTIONS: 

contact me via email: mspencer@csa.edu.au

mailto:mspencer@csa.edu.au
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